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Welcome to St. Mary of the Woods NAYCE accredited
Kindergarten program. This handbook is written to explain
the philosophy, goals, curriculum, and basic structure of our
full day and half day programs. It also contains general
information you may find useful throughout the year.

Philosophy

St. Mary of the Woods School is dedicated to providing a safe, secure,
loving and Christian environment for our Kindergarteners. We offer
varied experiences that give each child the opportunity to develop
socially, emotionally, cognitively, and physically. We help each child to
advance at his or her own pace and thus acquire a positive self image. In
conjunction with the NAYCE accreditation system, St. Mary of the
Woods Kindergarten program has defined its standards forjiglity
programs for the care and education for young children.

The Catholic environment of St. Mary of the Woods enables each child to
become an active participant in a community of faith. Kindergarteners
are exposed to the values of the ¢
presence in their lives.

Goals and Objectives
1. To foster a community of learning in the classroom

Objectives

+ To provide opportunities for Kindergarteners to play and learn both in
groups and individually

+ To provide opportunities for Kindergarteners to establish secure,

supportive relationships

with peers and adults

¢ Tohelp

kindergarteners learn to

resolve conflicts on their

own

¢ To encourage respect

' for others inside and

outside the classroom




s 25 1o develop in each child a positive
. self image and a sense of individual
responsibility.

- Objectives
|+ To accept each child as the unique
'individual student he or she is
¢+ To communicate with each child on
his or her own level
¢ To provide learning experiences at
which each child can succeed
¢ To help each child identify and
express feelings and emotions in an
acceptable manner

3. To encourage positive attitudes towards learning and school

Objectives

¢ To allow children to choose from an array of creative and
imaginative experiences

+ To allow children the freedom to experiment, explore and discover

¢ To allow Kindergarteners opportunities to seek out answers to
guestions and to solve problems

4. To introduce a structured environment that prepares children
for First Grade

Objectives

¢ To provide a regular routine for each school day

¢ To provide opportunities for both active and quiet time during the
school day

5. To acclimate the young child to a Christian philosophy

Objectives
¢ To foster an atmosphere in which children become more aware of
the presence of a loving, friendly God in their lives
¢ To provide students with continual reminders that they are children
of God who will always grow in tF



Kindergarten Curriculum

Religion Readinessntroduces Kindergarteners to the idea that they are

speci al members of their families, th
become familiar with the Holy Family through stories about the daily lives of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph. They also learn basic prayers and are introduced to
special days in the Church calendar.

Reading and Writngar e t aught thematically. Tc
Readi nesso, stories based on a chose
The children hear repetitive stories and retell them in sequential order.

Exercises based upon the different themes help children recognize the letters of
the alphabet and the corresponding sounds. Phonics is taught in both large and
small groups. Reading is also fostered as children learn to follow directions,
understand lefto-r i ght progression and rhyming
Aword wallso help children |l earn to f
Exposure to sight words encourages many to write their own sentences.

Kindergarteners are also asked to write stories in response to the themes. They
use pictures and ficreative spellingo.
with one another.

Children develop and strengthen éyend coordination and fine motor skills

by coloring, painting, sewing and manipulating scissors. They also play with
clay, water, sand, and building blocks. As these skills are developed, the
children use crayons, markers, chalk, pencils, paints and watercolors to express
themselves.

Math Readinessis taught both informally and in structured group settings.
Games and fimani pul ativesodo are provide
patterns, number awareness, number recognition antbanee

correspondence. Kindergarteners are also introduced to concepts of basic
addition and subtraction, place value, time and money.

a

Sciencd s a fAhands
focusing on a
world and interests. Children us
all their senses to explore colors
weather, their bodies, space, the)
earth, plants and other living
things. They use magnifying
glasses, prisms, and scales in t
classroom.



Social Studiesfocuses on community involvement.
Kindergarteners learn about their neighborhood and the
world they encounter every day. They discuss different
jobs held by people in their community. Workers are
invited into the classroom to share their experiences
with children.

Music, Art, Library, and Physical Education are
subjects to which the children are exposed on a daily
basis, as well as through weekly classes with
specialized teachers.

This curriculum prepares children for First Grade at St.
Mary of the Woods School.

General Information

Age: To enter Kindergarten, children must be 5 years old on or before September 1 of
the year they begin school.

Dress: Children are to dress casually and comfortably.

Absences: Please call the school office between 7#855am (773763-7577) if your
child will be absent on any given day. The teachers can then be notified in advance.

lliness: Any child in attendance who becomes ill or who is suspected of being ill be
taken to the school office. The parent/guardian will be notified immediately. If a parent
or caregiver cannot be reached to pick
name on file.

Children should not return to school until they are fever free for twiantyhours. If

your child has vomited during the night or in the morning before arriving at school,
they should be kept at home for observation. For the safety and well being of all
children, parents and guardians have the obligation to notify the school administration
of the diagnosis when any child has been diagnosed as having a chronic infectious
disease. The determination of whether a student with a chronic infectious disease shal
be permitted to attend school activities will be made on alogsase basis in

accordance with a doctors recommendation.

According to the School Mediation Procedures of the Archdiocese of Chicago Office of
Catholic Schools, parents/guardians have the primary responsibility for the
administration of medication to their children. The administration of medication to
students during school is discouraged unless necessary for the critical health and well
being of the student. No school personnel shall administer any prescription-or non
prescription medicine unless a complete Medication Authorization Form has been
received by the School Principal or his/her designee.



